Quote “We need to build on people’s agency to rebuild cities and
economies, wether they are refugee or expats or local
communities, cities don’t flourish with imported solutions, they
flourish with seeds that are planted in the grassroots and then
blossom from the bottom-up".

Mohammed Badran
• Cultural anthropology and
development

• Facilitation and community
mobilization

• Diaspora mobilization
• International law and human
rights advocate

Mohammed Badran is a member of the Network for Refugee Voices (NRV), and he is the
founder of Syrian Volunteers in the Netherlands (SYVNL), a refugee-led network with more
than 600 volunteers helping the elderly with household tasks, caring for disabled children and
bringing new ideas by and for newcomers. Mohammed is originally from Damascus, Syria,
where he studied interior design at Damascus University; he started to receive threats because
of his humanitarian work with the Syria Trust and UNHCR, which eventually forced him to
leave.
Mohammed reseCled in the Netherlands in 2013, where is currently compleAng his
studies in cultural anthropology and development sociology at the Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam. Mohammed is a Steering CommiCee member of the Global Summit of Refugees
that took place in Geneva on the 25th and 26th June 2018. The Summit was a history-making
event, bringing together 72 representaAves from forcibly displaced populaAons from all over
the globe for the ﬁrst Ame to discuss, plan and organize their eﬀorts on inﬂuencing global
refugee policies.
In 2017, Badran, along with two other refugee leaders launched the G-100 iniAaAve, a
movement that is working to change the current narraAve on refugees and refugee
experiences across Europe. The G100 aims at creaAng an interacAve space for dialogue
between newcomers and locals Europeans in the host communiAes in order to foster dialogue,
ﬁnd soluAons, and make refugees’ voice heard in decision-making processes.

Relevant publicaAons:
• Mohammed Badran addressing the ﬁrst UNGA summit on refugees in New York 2016
> hCps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8KwTW-r5Os&t=1s
• G100 Brussels recommendaAons 2018 > hCp://www.g-100.org/news/g-100-policyrecommendaAons/
• Global Summit of Refugees in Geneva 2018 policy paper > hCp://
www.networkforrefugeevoices.org/global-summit-of-refugees.html
• OP-ED for the Financial Times by Mohammed Badran 2018 > hCp://
www.networkforrefugeevoices.org/press/ﬁnancial-Ames-give-refugees-a-voice-andlet-us-shape-our-own-futures
• Europe’s untapped refugee potential;To break its vicious cycle of fear-driven
policies, Europe has to listen to its migrants and refugees hCps://www.poliAco.eu/
arAcle/europe-untapped-refugee-potenAal/?mclid=IwAR2k5n-3L_w_Yd9a4o781GvcXgz_qc5w-yaur1KD_nWSXuit8mXB6eYC00
•
Who are we?
MB Capacity Development is a refugee-led consultancy based in Amsterdam. We aim to help organizaAons, companies, and
governmental insAtuAons to beCer understand the dimensions of migraAon and the refugee experience. Our team has a background
in anthropology and poliAcal science and therefore is experienced in applying boCom-up approaches, culturally and poliAcally
sensiAve methods, and geGng knowledge from the ground, the people.

